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Sunday Bulletin
May 11, 2008
Pentecost Sunday

Sunday Worship Bulletin
December 27, 2009 
1st Sunday after Christmas

10:00 a.m. 
Westminster Presbyterian Church extends an enthusiastic welcome, in Christ’s name,

to all who would worship here or join us in fellowship.

We affirm that there can be no exclusion within the body of Christ.

We invite all children of God to join us as disciples of Christ

and participate fully in the life of our congregation. 
1502 West 13th Street    ·   Wilmington, DE 19806

302-654-5214     ·   Fax: 302-654-5706    ·    www.wpc.org
Welcome to Westminster

Whether you are worshiping at Westminster for the first time or returning for a visit, 
we sincerely welcome you in the name of Christ! 
· Following our 10:00 a.m. worship service, we invite you to meet today’s “ambassador,” Anne Gunn, at the back of the sanctuary.  She will have a gift for you, and can share information regarding our many ministries for children, youth and adults.  She can also guide you to the hospitality area to enjoy fellowship or lead you on a tour of the church.
· Children are welcome in worship!  Westminster’s Kids’ Notes and worship bags are available each Sunday from the ushers.  Kids’ Notes, a weekly companion to Westminster’s morning worship, emphasizes listening and seeing during worship.  The bags include storybooks for children of all ages, coloring paper and crayons, a children’s bulletin for those age three to six, and bookmarks for hymns and Scripture.

· Worship Aids – You may obtain large print Presbyterian Hymnals and hearing devices from any usher.  
· Would you like to know more?  Check out our website at www.wpc.org.
	This Morning at Westminster SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
            9:45 – 11:00         Child Care for Cribbery (birth – toddler)

            10:00 a.m.            Worship

                      10:00 a.m.            Under-six Sunday School Classes. The full Christian Education program for all ages will resume on Sunday, January 3. For a listing of upcoming Adult Education classes, see page 5.
The Holy Toast Café will  reopen next Sunday, January 3.

	
	


  ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Preparation for worship
Organ Prelude


Variations on a French Noël
Claude Balbastre





“Où s’en vont ces gais bergers”

Welcome and Announcements 
*Passing of the Peace

Call to Worship
Light looked down and saw darkness.


“I will go there,” said Light.

Peace looked down and saw war.


“I will go there,” said Peace.

Love looked down and saw fear.


“I will go there,” said Love.

So the Lord of Light, the Prince of Peace, the Sovereign of Love, 

came down and crept in beside us.

*Hymn No. 57
“The Snow Lay on the Ground”
Venite Adoremus
 
Prayer for the Day
O Spirit, rise up from the earth to be with us in this place; descend from the heavens to be with us in this time.  We have gathered to worship you, for such is the beginning of wisdom.  Spirit of love and life, like Mary and Joseph, we must learn the wisdom of honoring that which lies beyond us and keeping within our hearts that which we do not comprehend.  Help us as we ponder the power of your presence, the strength of your touch, and the mystery of your voice, to trust the prophets you raise up among your children and the savior you send unto your people.  Amen.

Anthem



“Sleeps Judea Fair”
Hugh A. MacKinnon





Westminster Solo Quartet
Sleeps Judea fair,




Christ from God is come,

Bides the Christ Child there:


Choosing earthly home:

Shepherds, haste ye! flocks forsaking,

Royal pomp and splendor never,

Swift your way to Him be taking,


But with love which naught can sever,

Babe, of Israel’s prayer,



He will heal the dumb.

Lowly bend the knee,

Thou from sin set free:

Let the Christ Child, meekly smiling,

Infant-wise, all woe beguiling,

Grant His grace to thee!

Time With Our Children

Anne Ledbetter


At the asterisk (*), please stand as you are able.

Telling of the Scripture Story
Luke 2:41-52

Mary-beth Howard and Shelley Gnade





Westminster By Heart

Sermon


                            
“Increasing in Wisdom”
Anne Ledbetter

*Hymn No. 27
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”
Tempus Adest Floridum
Litany of Affirmation

When the time was right, God sent the Son; sent him and nourished him, reared him and risked him, filled him with laughter and tears and compassion, filled him with anger and love and devotion.

Unwelcomed child, refugee and runaway, God’s own Son.

Feeder and teacher, healer and antagonist, God’s own Son.

One who loved the unlovable, touched the untouchable, 
forgave the unforgivable, God’s own Son.

Loved by women, feared by men, befriended by the weak, despised by the strong, deserted by his listeners, betrayed by his friends, bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, writing heaven’s pardon over earth’s mistakes, God’s own Son.

The Word became flesh.  Christ came among us and was one of us, 
revealing God-with-us always.
Offering

During the offering, please sign your name and pass the red folders down each row.  

As folders are returned to the center aisle, note the names of fellow worshippers on your pew.

Offertory Anthem


“Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day”
arr. John Gardner

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day:

Thus was I born of a virgin pure,

I would my true love did so chance


Of her I took fleshly substance;

to see the legend of my play,


Thus was I knit to man’s nature,

To call my true love to my dance:


To call my true love to my dance:

In a manger laid and wrapp’d I was,

Then afterwards baptized I was;

so very poor, this was my chance,


The Holy Ghost on me did glance,

Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass,


My Father’s voice heard from above,

To call my true love to my dance:


To call my true love to my dance:

Sing O my love;

This have I done for my true love.
Prayers of the People
Lord’s Prayer (page 16 in The Presbyterian Hymnal, using “debts” and “debtors”)

*Hymn No. 49
“Once in Royal David’s City”
Irby                                   


Benediction 
Organ Postlude


Finale on “Joy to the World”
Marc Cheban




*Going Forth

If you are visiting with us for the first time, we invite you to meet today’s ambassador, Anne Gunn,
following the service at the back of the sanctuary to receive a gift and information.
Adult Education Classes 
Make your New Year’s Resolution a renewed commitment to Christian Education!

Prime Time Christian Education for all Ages returns on
Sunday, January 3rd, 2010, 10:10 – 11:00 a.m.

New Adult Class:

Speaking of Faith: Why Religion Matters and How to Talk About It
A Discussion of Krista Tippet’s Book

Led by Anne Ledbetter

January 3 – February 7, 2010 in Classroom 5
Returning and Concluding Classes:

Art and Religion: Beauty, Order and the Search for God
Led by Dave McBride

January 3, 10, and 17 in Rodney Chapel
Jesus and His Vision of Mission
DVD Series with Dr. Kenneth E. Bailey

January 3 and 10, 2010 (concluding two sessions) in Daughtry House Classroom
Ongoing Classes:

Parenting
Group led, with Yvonne Nass, Parenting Consultant, leading the first Sunday of each month

Ruth Christie Room
Westminster By Heart
Led by Biblical Storytellers Mary-beth Howard and Shelley Gnade

Meeting Room
Thursday Evening Class
Exploring Isaiah I, II, and III 
Journey into the depths of ancient prophecy.  Engage the Old and New Testaments.  Beginning Thursday, January 14, we will meet regularly on the second and fourth Thursday evenings in the Rowell Conference Room from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  

	announcements


	Worship Notes


The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in memory of the life of Tim Whitney from the Genesis Circle.
Sanctuary Flowers - Consider giving the sanctuary flowers for Sunday worship.  Your gift of God’s natural beauty to remember or honor loved ones, or to celebrate an event, expresses praise and thanksgiving to God.  Please contact Linda Watson during business hours at 302-571-6719 or lwatson@ycst.com.  Available dates for flowers are January 3, 10, 17, and 31.
Are you wearing a nametag?  Whether you are a longtime member or new to the church, wearing a nametag provides others the opportunity to meet you, greet you by name, and for you to become more familiar with others at church.  Nametags and markers are in baskets at all major entrances.  Extend hospitality, kindness and friendship by wearing a nametag every Sunday.
“Westminster to Go” Audio tapes and DVD’s of recent Westminster worship services are available. Please use the sign-out sheet when you borrow them from the front desk.  Printed sermons are available on the literature tables the following week and on our website at www.wpc.org.
	Congregational Care and Prayer


Please remember in your prayers:
· Westminster’s homebound family who can no longer attend worship with us.  Send a card, say a prayer, visit!  This week we ask you to remember Edie Lennox, Apt. 3969 and Grace Austin, Apt. 3613, both of Methodist Country House, 4830 Kennett Pike, Wilmington, DE  19807.

· Our brothers and sisters in worldwide ministry (see back page.)
Westminster’s Covenant Prayer Group is committed to praying weekly for specific needs of the faith community.  Anyone with prayer requests may leave a confidential message on 302-654-5848, ext. 335, or fill out a prayer request card (in the pew pocket) and place it in the offering plate.
The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan often seem far away, and we may neglect to realize that Americans, as well as Iraqis, Afghans, and members of coalition forces, continue to die each day.  As Christians, we are called to pray for the spreading of peace and justice and an end to violence.  If someone in your family is serving in these wars, we ask that you let us know, so that we may include that person on our prayer list.  (Contact Colleen Falasco: 302-654-5214 ext. 131, or cfalasco@wpc.org.)
This week we pray for
· Those known to the WPC Community presently serving in the Middle East:



Afghanistan: Edward Maloney, Chris Martin, Neal Moody and Daniel Reinsenberger


Iraq: Ken Bachman
· The families of those from the U.S. who have died most recently:  
Sergeant Elijah Rao, age 26, of Lake Oswego, Oregon, December 6

Staff Sergeant Dennis Hansen, age 31, of Panama City, Florida, December 7

Sergeant Ralph Frietas, age 23, of Detroit, Michigan, December 8

Corporal Xhacob Latorre, age 21, of Waterbury, Connecticut, December 8

Private Jhanner Tello, age 29, of Los Angeles, California, December 10

Private First Class Jaiciae Pauley, age 29, of Austell, Georgia, December 11
Technical Sergeant Anthony Campbell, Jr., age 35, of Florence, Kentucky, December 15
Sergeant Albert Ware, age 27, of Chicago, Illinois, December 18

Private 1st Class Serge Kropov, age 21, of Hawley, Pennsylvania, December 20
· Those who have returned from service, possibly suffering from wounds or Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, whose scars may by deep and long-lasting.
	News to Note


The Church Office will be closed this Thursday, December 31, at 12:00 p.m., and all day Friday, January 1.
Pledge envelopes are on the literature table in the main hallway.

The Westminster Weekly Word, our email newsletter, will be taking a break this week for the Christmas Season. The next Weekly Word will go out on Thursday, January 7, 2010. The submission deadline for announcements will remain the same (the prior Tuesday at 2:00 p.m.).

Listening to the Lessons will resume on Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at 12:00 p.m. in the Rowell Conference Room.

Phix-it Corps will resume meeting on the second and fourth Thursdays of the month, beginning in January in the Rowell Conference Room at 9:00 a.m. 
180° Youth Ministry will resume on Sunday, January 10, 2010.  Watch your inbox for all the details!

The Youth Ministry Team is pleased to announce that longtime youth advisor and church member, Mike Gnade Jr., has joined the Youth Ministry Team effective January 4 through May 3, 2010.  Mike and his wife, Rose, have been youth advisors since 2005.  Mike is the son of members, Mike and Shelley Gnade.  Please welcome Mike to this new position! 
2010 Stewardship: Help Us to Continue God’s Work in the New Year!

As of December 17, 419 households have sent in their 2010 pledge. $1,111,106 has been received and we are still $120,213 short of our goal!  If you haven’t pledged, please consider doing so at www.wpc.org or complete a pledge card at the front desk. With your financial support, Westminster’s ministries and missions will continue to touch the lives of others. A second list of who has pledged will appear in the next Chimes (cut-off is 1/11/2010). “If you have more than enough material possessions and see your neighbors in need yet close your hearts to them, how can the love of God be living in you?”  1 John 3: 17 
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December Mission Emphasis: “Sharing Our Plenty”
Mission Trip to Kenya with JOHABETO --Joining Hands for a Better Tomorrow

We have an exciting opportunity to join with other volunteers and travel to Kitale, Kenya, to dig a well, install a water tank, construct a kitchen, and build bathrooms and dorms for AIDS orphans.

       Volunteer opportunities in 2010:
June 28 - July 10

                                                    
   
July 12 - July 24

                                                       
July 26 - Aug 7

                                                       
Aug 9 - Aug 21

Each team will work for a two week period.  All skill levels are needed: carpentry, mortar mixing, block laying, pouring floors, roofing, and painting.  Bring your hammer! Let's work together!  Contact Penny McFarland if you have any questions at 302-595-4167 or jdmcfarland@comcast.net.  
Pastoral Staff
Gregory K. Jones, Head of Staff

Anne R. Ledbetter, Associate Pastor
Pastoral Care Assistant:  Jill Getty
Church Administrator:  Debbie Brown 
Church Educator: Susan Moseley
Music Staff
Paul Fleckenstein, Organist/Director of Music
Mary Beth Davis, Director of Music for Children, Youth and Handbells
Sandie Reinicker, Director of Sunshine Choir

Section Leader/Soloists: Diana Milburn, Ruth Bailis, Justin Gonzalez, Brian Carter

Youth Ministry Team

Susan Moseley and Mary Beth Davis

Support Staff
Susan Alexander, Receptionist
Colleen Falasco, Operations Assistant

Jerry Hunter, Financial Assistant

Suzie Hurlock, Administrative Secretary

Nicole Hughes, Director of Communication and Database Management

Jerry Reed, Facilities Manager
Sextons:  Roger W. Atkins, Robert King, Kevin Krick, Joan Truitt 
Editor of Weekly Word and Chimes:  Nikki Thorn
Worldwide Ministry

Malawi – Sue Makin, M.D.
Guatemala – Roger and Gloria Mariott, Dennis and Maribel Smith, Karla Koll and the Mam Presbytery
Congo – Timothee Kalonji Matadi, Cecilé de Sweemer, MD, Pastor Jean-Marc Katujudi Nkuna and

       Members of the Kamulumba-Ditalala Parish
Kenya-Rev. Dr. Lyle and Terry Dykstra, PCUSA Mission Volunteers
           Session

Liz Bacon, Meg Burich, Martha Carper, Jim Carter, Clark Collins, Charlie Depfer,
Mark Gerstenschlager, Ross Getty, Shelley Gnade, Dick Haden, Denison Hatch, Mary-beth Howard, Fred Iobst,
Barbara Jobe, Don Kuespert, Sue Linderman, Bunny Michener, Jan Patrick, Bruce Petrovick, 
Margo Reign, Jerry Spilecki, Alex Sprague, Kathryn van Amerongen, Frank Waldburger

Board of Deacons

Ken Barnaby, Beth Bowersock, Kim Carrick, Jack Coleman, Peggy Carroll, Ginnie Chagnon, Craig Checkel,
Bob Cox, Eadie Churchill, Tammy Daley, Kris DeMesse, Cathy Edge, Eric Etshman, Barbara Fedeler, Todd Gray,
Carol Noggle Harris, Carol Hopkins, Carla Krupanski, Ralph Lewis, David Mathe, Carolyn McKeown, Carol Mosher, 

Ruth Nace, Donna Nelson, Polly Pyle-Carter, Teri Richmond, Patti Ridout, Robin Rosser, Ann Shadduck, 

Ellen Slade, Cora Sparling, Melissa Stabler, Judy Stoffer, Julia Stone, Sally Thomas 
Deacon Team of the Month
Beth Bowersock, Peggy Carroll, Teri Richmond, Kris DeMesse
Trustees

Bob Chagnon, Don Furry, Sara Geuder, John Johnston, George Krupanski, 
Bob McKeown, Bill Nace, John Richmond, Christine Schiltz, Stan Stevenson, Philip Timon, Helen Walker
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